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[bookmark: _Toc454430409]1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Less than 1% asbestos by weight is not regulated by NYS DOL or the EPA. All work impacting materials with less than 1% by weight must be done in accordance with the OSHA construction standard 29 CFR 1926.1101, and general industry standard 29 CFR 1910.1001
[bookmark: _Toc454430410]2.0 SCOPE
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This procedure applies to all Cornell University staff, except employees at Weill Medical College, during handling, maintenance, repair, renovation, construction, demolition, etc. of asbestos at less than 1% by weight.
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Before beginning work, determine if the work will impact asbestos materials. If no survey exists, consult with the Asbestos Coordinator and/or Facilities Environmental Resources to coordinate sampling in accordance with all asbestos survey requirements.
If the material has been identified as containing less than 1% asbestos, consult with EHS, or the FM Safety Manager if FM Trades is completing the work, to review the site and applicable work practices, before beginning work.
Exposure Assessment and Monitoring
3.1.1 An initial exposure assessment must be completed by EHS of the FM Safety Manager before the initiation of any work impacting materials with <1% asbestos. 
3.1.2 An initial exposure assessment will not be completed if a negative exposure assessment has been completed based on a specific task, control methods, work practices, environmental conditions, and materials being impacted, within the previous 12 months.
3.1.3 Personal air monitoring will be conducted initially to determine airborne exposures and will be collected from the breathing zone of each sampled employee if it is determined the employee may be exposed to asbestos at or above the PEL and/or Excursion limit. All results will be compared to the OSHA PEL and/or Excursion limit.
3.1.4 Personal air monitoring may not be conducted if it is determined the employee will not reasonably be exposed at or above the PEL and/or Excursion limit in the initial exposure assessment, or, if objective data is used to demonstrate asbestos is not capable of being released in airborne concentrations at or above the PEL and/or excursion limits.
3.1.5 Periodic monitoring will be conducted when exposures are expected to exceed the PEL and/or excursion limit, at intervals to validate exposure predictions from the initial exposure assessment. 
3.1.6 If a negative exposure assessment has been completed, periodic monitoring must be completed annually.
Work Practices and PPE
3.1.7 Minimum required work practices, regardless of exposure:
a. Wet methods or wetting agents shall be used except where the use of wet methods is infeasible. 
· If wet methods are infeasible, local exhaust ventilation equipped with HEPA filter duct collection systems must be used.
b. Vacuum cleaners equipped with HEPA filters to collect all debris and dust.
c. Debris contaminated with asbestos must be promptly cleaned up and disposed of in leak-tight containers or trash bags.
d. Poly sheeting must be placed underneath the work area.
e. All surfaces must be wiped clean once all asbestos materials have been removed.
3.1.8 Additional work practices if determined necessary by EHS or the FM Safety Manager or if it is reasonably expected to exceed the TWA PEL and/or Excursion Limit: 
a. Local exhaust ventilation equipped with HEPA filter duct collection systems.
b. Negative pressure enclosure equipped with HEPA filtered ventilation of the regulated area.
c. All work must be conducted in a regulated work area. Regulated areas must be demarcated by the negative pressure enclosures and posted with signage that states “DANGER, ASBESTOS, MAY CAUSE CANCER, CAUSES DAMAGE TO LUNGS, AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY”
d. Only authorized personnel may enter the regulated work area. All authorized personnel must be in respirator protection when entering the regulated work area.
3.1.9 Minimum required PPE, regardless of exposure:
a. Nitrile Gloves
b. Safety Glasses
a. N95 filtering face piece respirator
3.1.10 Additional PPE if determined necessary by EHS or the FM Safety Manager or if it is reasonably expected to exceed the TWA PEL and/or Excursion Limit:
b. Half or full-face respirator equipped with HEPA cartridges.
c. Goggles or safety glasses with face shield if using a half face respirator.
d. Disposable clothing or coveralls (Tyvek, etc.).
3.1.11 Prohibited Work Practices, 
3.1.11.1 The following work practices activities are prohibited:
a. High-speed abrasive disc saws that are not equipped with point-of-cut ventilator or enclosures with HEPA-filtered exhaust air.
b. Compressed air used to remove asbestos, or asbestos debris
c. Dry sweeping, shoveling, or other dry clean-up of dust and debris containing asbestos
d. Employee rotation as a means of reducing employee exposure to asbestos.
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4.1 [bookmark: _Toc454430413]Asbestos is defined as a material containing any asbestos asbestos compounds such as chrysotile, amosite, crocidolite, tremolite, anthophyllite, and actinolite, regardless of percent by weight.
4.2 Asbestos Containing Material (ACM) is defined as any material containing more than 1% of asbestos by weight. All ACM is regulated by NYCRR 56  
4.3 Authorized person is defined as a person authorized by the employer to be present in the work area and complete work duties.
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